
IDAHO WOMEN’S COMMISSION FALL MEETING 
Minutes 

October 23, 2008 at 10:30 a.m., Boise, Idaho 

Idaho Transportation Dept., 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 

Respectfully submitted by Farhana Hibbert, secretary, on November 12, 2008. Special 
thanks to Jeannie Wride in recording part of the minutes. 

Rayelle Anderson, Farhana Hibbert, Jeanne Wride, Kitty Kunz, Sonna Lynn Fernandez, 
Fran Dingel, Linda Hurlbutt, Dawn Shepherd and Kathy Martin attended the meeting. 
Marilyn Hempleman and Debra Wilson were excused. 
 
Amy Taylor and Emily Anderson have resigned. 
 
Scott Stokes, deputy director of the Idaho Transportation Dept., was our first speaker. 
Scott said traffic accidents and crashes were the leading cause of death in our 
country. Death and accidents interrupt families. Men and women are equal in numbers 
of accidents, but men are involved in more serious accidents and more fatalities. Crash 
reports are filed with the Dept. of Transportation. Rayelle asked how volunteers can 
help get information out. Scott said he wanted the women’s commission to have an 
increased understanding of the situation. Sonna Lynn said she would work with Scott 
and present ways volunteers can help to the group.  
 
Scott said he was concerned about seat belt use. He said Idaho has the lowest penalty 
in the nation. He said the legislature needs to raise the current $10 fine. 
 
Scott said inflation was a real concern in preserving highways, safety and bridges. He 
said the price of cement has increased and the price of gas has increased. He said the 
increase in gas prices does not generate any new revenue for the Dept. of 
Transportation since they receive a flat rate of 25 cents per gallon. He explained that 
there were several ways the Dept. of transportation would consider to increase funds: 
raising the registration fees, raise the fuel tax, raise sales tax on auto parts and tires, and 
raise sales tax on rental cars. 
 
Scott and Sonna Lynn will look at ways the Idaho Women’s Commission may be able to 
help. 
 
Jennifer Rapley, community resource coordinator of the Dept. of Health and Welfare, 
was the next speaker. She talked about Women’s Health Check and how partnerships 
may be formed with the regional health providers to educate women. Jennifer 
provided information on breast and cervical cancer and spoke of the importance of 
early detection. Kitty asked how the Idaho Women’s Commission could partner with the 
Dept. of Health and Welfare. She told us that we have access to a program called 
Healthy Bones through the NACW.  Rayelle noted that partnerships with clinics already 
exist and Kathy suggested getting nursing students to participate. 
 
Sonna Lynn made a motion to approve the minutes for the last meeting. Fran 
seconded. 
 
Kitty talked about some of the funds she had raised for the printing of the law books. 
Kitty has applied for the 2009 Idaho Law Foundation Grant. Thanks to Kitty’s hard work, 



we received $3,000 from the Idaho Law Foundation Grant, $3,000 from the Community 
Outreach Grant by the Board of Judges, and $1,000 from the Idaho Power Foundation. 
The books need to be updated, including the sections on wills, property laws and 
probate.  New sections will include information about adult education, housing and 
identity theft. The new books will be royal blue in color. 
 
We reviewed the budget for Fiscal Years 2008 and 2009. The budget for the next year 
will remain the same. 
 
Kitty attended the National Association of Commissions of Women (NACW). Kitty was 
elected to the board of the National Association of Women’s Commissions. She is 
looking into the opportunity to host the 2011 national conference in Idaho. Kitty said we 
would need local and state sponsors. Around 150 women would attend. Kitty reported 
that half of the commissions are not funded by their state. 
 
Reports from different commissioners were made concerning the Smart Women, Smart 
Money Conference. Everyone liked the new signs for the booth. Farhana and Jeannie 
reported the attendance in Idaho Falls was lower than expected, but the booth had an 
excellent location and the content of the conference was excellent. The law books 
and the retirement books were very appreciated by the attendants. Kitty and Fran 
reported Boise had excellent turnout with a great booth location. Coeur D’Alene will 
host their conference this coming weekend. 
 
A logo was selected from a list provided by Sonna Lynn.  She will prepare a new 
brochure for us and get the logo to Kitty for use on the website and publications. 
 
Names of possible new commissioners were suggested. Kathy contacted the Nez Perce 
Tribes about a possible member to the commission and was told it would have to be 
approved by their Health and Human Services Subcommittee. Farhana forwarded 
three individuals to Kitty, but none have submitted their information to the governor’s 
office. 
 
Farhana announced the Women of Color Alliance Conference “The Emerging Woman: 
Honoring Local Entrepreneurial Women in Business” on Saturday, November 1 in 
Blackfoot. Kitty announced the Idaho Voices for Children Forum and the meeting 
concerning Meth and Grandparent families. 
 
Each commissioner needs to identify a date and a regional health partner for the 
Women’s Health Check project by our April meeting on April 23rd.  We will provide 
information on Healthy Bones and Women’s Health Check will provide information on 
cancer screenings.  Our partner’s should provide any other information they may think 
important.  We once a date and partner are determined we can coordinate press 
releases and other details. 
 
The next meeting will be held April 23rd in Boise.  We will try to hold one meeting a year 
face to face and one meeting by teleconference. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at noon. 
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